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	Accommodations are intended to reduce the effects of a student’s disability or reduce the linguistic load for English Language Learners (ELLs) during instruction and assessment.  ..    
Accommodations are changes made to the assessment procedures in the areas of presentation, response, setting, and timing / scheduling, in order to provide a student with access to the assessment and give the student an opportunity to demonstrate knowledge and skills without affecting what is being measured. 
By contrast, modifications are changes to or reduction in learning or assessment expectations.  Providing modifications during instruction may have the unintended consequence of reducing a student’s opportunity to learn critical content.  A modification or non-approved accommodation provided during assessment is a test irregularly and would result in a misadministration.

Criteria to use Approved Accommodations for State Assessments
· Student must have a documented, individual need to use an accommodation on state assessments; not based on a category or specific program.

· Decided by an educational team (includes the parent, and child if appropriate) that monitors a student’s educational plan, following a five-step process (section 1 in the CO accommodation manual and section 2 in the ELL accommodation manuals).

· Must be used regularly during classroom instruction & assessment and in place by November 14 (3rd grade reading) and December 5 (all other grades & tests).  
· Note that some instructional accommodations may not be appropriate for use on state assessments (refer to pages 63-67 for standard and restricted TCAP accommodations).
· Must be documented in a formal plan that is determined by an educational team, including parents.  A teacher’s lesson plan / grade book does not qualify as a formal plan. District Formal Plans include an IEP, 504 plan, ILP, English Language Development profile (ELDP), Health Plan, ALP, or the New Accommodations Plan for students in the RTI process, with an identifiable need, that are not eligible for another formal plan.
Determining Eligibility for TCAP, COALT, and TCAP with accommodations

Flow charts available for TCAP and COALT as well as Lectura and Escritura. 
Approved Accommodations for TCAP
All accommodations (whether bubbled in or not) must be formally determined and documented (per criteria above to use approved accommodations for TCAP).  TCAP accommodations by type (presentation, response, setting, timing), content area, and whether or not accommodation must be documented on student data grid.

Nonstandard Accommodations for TCAP
A student with an IEP or 504 plan may use an accommodation during instruction that is not available as a standard accommodation for TCAP.  To use a nonstandard accommodation on TCAP, special permission must be received in advance of testing. The application for an approved nonstandard accommodation must be individualized and the complete application must be submitted to TCAP.Helpdesk@bvsd.org by December 1, 2011 for CDE approval.
Examples of approved nonstandard accommodations may include individualized communication equipment, use of specialized paper (line, graph), tracking devices or visual cues to stay on task.
Note: Some instructional accommodations may not be appropriate for use on statewide assessments. Please follow state policies on pages 54-62 in the Colorado Accommodations Manual about the appropriate use of accommodations during state assessments.
	

	
	

	Eligibility Considerations for some TCAP Accommodations 
Some students with identified disabilities may not be at grade level and may need accommodations (e.g., if they are behind in reading, they still may need an oral presentation in math to better access the test).
Decisions are made based on a student’s individual need; not based on group membership like all students on ILPs or all English Language Learners (ELLs).
Extended Time (usually means time and a half) for students with documented motor or processing disabilities, or students with other documented accommodations that require extra time.  The amount of extra time needed must be documented in a formal plan.
Unlimited time is not appropriate. The amount of extra time a student needs should be documented in a formal plan. Students who have too much time may lose interest and motivation to do their best work.  This usually means time and a half.  For example, on a 60 minute test, the student would have 90 minutes to complete it.
Teacher Read Directions & Oral Presentation for students with visual disabilities, communication-processing disabilities (e.g., autism), or reading processing disabilities (e.g., dyslexia), and some non-English proficient or limited-English proficient ELLs.  
Teacher read directions is allowed on all content areas. Oral presentation is only allowed for writing, math, and science, not reading.

Translated Teacher Read Directions and Oral Presentation for a student that has received instruction in his/her native language this year or the previous year and assessments have been administered in part or in whole using oral translation during three months before the test date.

Available in Spanish only. Allowed for writing, math, and science, not reading.
Scribe is only appropriate for students who are physically unable to write in the test booklet (e.g., a physical disability such as Cerebral Palsy, broken arm, wrist, hand or for students who have extreme fatigue due to a motor disability).  Refer to supporting document for scribe decisions.
A scribe eligible student should be afforded one through all content areas.  The same scribe must be used for the entire section administered.  Additional documentation at the school is required in cases where a student completes multiple choice or one-word responses or where more than one scribe is used during TCAP administration.  
Assistive Technology is available for students with visual, hearing, fine motor, writing or motor impairments.  Consider using assistive technology before a scribe.  Refer to the CO Accommodations manual for clarification around AT and word prediction software on writing.  
Large Print (18 pt font size) for students with visual impairments.  Submit large print orders to the TCAP.helpdesk@bvsd.org by November 4th.

Decisions regarding a student’s need for large print should be made in conjunction with a teacher certified in the area of visual impairments.
Breaks for students with attention impairments or health issues.  

Breaks are predetermined and given on an individual basis.  Breaks do not stop the clock on the test unless it is preplanned for and documented as “extended timing” on the student data grid.
Remember: Accommodations should not be used for the first time on a state test. Instead, instructional concerns need to be addressed prior to the state assessment.  Plan time for the student to learn new accommodations.  Plan for evaluation and improvement of accommodations use.
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Flowchart for Lectura & Escritura
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Accommodations available on TCAP
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Extended Time
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ELL page 27-28





Teacher Read Directions
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Oral Scripts


CO pages 71-72;
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Translated Teacher Read Directions & Oral Script


ELL pages 23-25





Assistive Technology
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Word Prediction
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Scribe
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Math Manipulatives
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Breaks
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Large Print
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Non-Standard Accommodation


CO pages 57-60








