Nonstandard Assessment Accommodation 

Consideration Request – Directions

There may be cases when a student on an IEP or 504 Plan is using an accommodation on a regular basis that provides them access to the assessment, but it is not listed as an allowable accommodation for CSAP or CELApro. In these cases, the District Assessment Coordinator in cooperation with the Special Education Director / Assistant Director may submit a request to the Colorado Department of Education to use the accommodation for the state assessments.

If the requested accommodation is approved:

· it may be used during the assessment in which it was requested, and

· the accommodation code “approved non-standard accommodation,” must be bubbled in on the data grid (bubble A).

· the student will then receive a score and count as a participant for AYP purposes.

However, if the request is not approved and is used on CSAP or CELApro:

· the invalidation code, “non-approved accommodation/modification,” must be bubbled in on the data grid.

· the student will then receive a “no score” and will not count as a participant for AYP purposes.

The guidelines for nonstandard accommodations are:

· student must have been using the accommodation during instruction and assessment for at least 3 months prior to the administration of the assessment,
CSAP Grade 3 Reading – November 14th 

CSAP Grade 3 Writing & Math and 4-10 All Contents – December 5th  
· the use of the accommodation in instruction and assessments must be documented in the student’s IEP and/or 504, and

· the educational team must, in evaluating the accommodation being requested, ensure that it is not giving the student an additional advantage in responding to the items, but allowing the student access to the assessment.

· the educational team must consider the student’s needs for a nonstandard accommodation on an individual basis. These accommodations are specialized and will not be considered based on a district program or disability but rather on the needs of the individual student.

· all applications for nonstandard accommodations must be submitted annually, and no later than December 1st to Planning and Assessment in hard copy.

· all questions on the request form must be answered in order for the application to be considered.  

· You must include a copy of the student’s IEP or 504 plan, or at minimum the portion that documents the students need and that the accommodation is in place during instruction and assessment. 

Be sure to sign the form and hand deliver to Brigitte Mutter in Planning & Assessment or send it via district mail with a bill of lading.
CDE’s responses (approval, approval with changes, or denied) will be sent via email. Remember to include the documentation of the approval in the student’s Special Ed or 504 file. 

Nonstandard Accommodation Request
For students with and IEP or 504 plan

To Be Submitted by the District Assessment Coordinator Only
Due Date: December 1, 2011
Date of Request (MM/DD/YY):  _____/_____/_____

District Name: Boulder Valley School District
DAC Name: Brigitte Mutter
Email: brigitte.mutter@bvsd.org
Phone Number: 720-561-5141
Student Name:  Last ____________First _________MI___
SASID: __________________________________________

Grade:_______ School: _________________________

1. Nonstandard Accommodation needed for 
     (Check one or more content areas):  

CSAP/TCAP: Reading____ Writing ____ Mathematics _____ Science_____
CELApro: Speaking____ Listening____ Reading_____ Writing_____
2. In which document is this accommodation listed as used regularly in classroom and on district assessments? 

Attach a copy of documentation.

IEP______ 504 ______ 
3. Accommodation category/categories:

     _____ Presentation
     _____ Response
     _____ Setting
     _____ Timing
4. Describe the research based nonstandard accommodation you are requesting for this student, and provide additional information below:

5. If Scribe is requested, what Assistive Technology is being used with this student, and why is it not being used on the State assessment? Provide documentation including notes from teachers/SWAAAC team, work samples with and without assistive technology.  

Note: A student may qualify for use of Scribe as a standard accommodation due to Linguistic or Physical considerations. Please refer to the Colorado Accommodations Manual and Colorado Accommodations Manual for English Language Learners.
6. How does this accommodation provide access for this student in the classroom and on district/class assessment? 

7. Explain how this nonstandard accommodation maintains the integrity, validity, reliability and comparability of the assessment?

8. Additional information that may assist the team in determination of the need and appropriateness of this accommodation.



DAC Signature





Special Education Coordinator Signature








