Linguistic Accommodations for TCAP, 2011-2012


Linguistic accommodations are available for TCAP to reduce the linguistic load of the assessment for English Language Learners (ELLs) depending on where each student is on the continuum of learning English.
Please use this document to review criteria for ELL students to use accommodations and the different linguistic accommodations available for ELLs.  By accommodation, there are other criteria for consideration.
In addition to linguistic accommodations, ELL students may be eligible to use extra time on state assessments as well as other accommodations if an ELL student has other documented, indentified needs (e.g., an ELL that also has an IEP or a 504 plan).
	Criteria to use a linguistic accommodation on TCAP
· Must be used regularly during classroom assessment and instruction. 

· Must be in place at least three months prior to the state wide assessment. 

· Must be based upon individual student’s identifiable need(s), in the case of linguistic accommodations, the need is related to each student’s level of literacy in English.

· Need determined by an educational team (including a parent) who monitor and create the student’s formal education plan. Include the student, if appropriate. 
· The “specific” accommodation(s) must be documented in a formal education plan (including IEP, 504, ILP, English Language Development profile (ELDP), Health Plan, ALP or Accommodation Plan for Instruction & Assessment)
When considering linguistic accommodations below, please review additional criteria related to each accommodation.  The linguistic accommodations are listed by the most commonly used ones first.  

Please note for accommodations that involve translations, schools are responsible for arranging and compensating translators.  Please refer to the district’s list of approved written translators (not an interpreter).

	Linguistic Accommodations:

	Word-to-Word Dictionary (allowed on Writing, Math, and Science; not Reading)
Additional Criteria:
· LEP or FEP
· Student must use a word-to-word dictionary regularly to know how and when to use the dictionary
A word-to-word dictionary does not have definition of words.  The use of word-to-word dictionaries should be a part of the student’s regular classroom assessment processes.  This accommodation does not need to be administered in a separate environment.  Electronic dictionaries are not allowed because there are additional features not allowed on TCAP.


	Oral Script (allowed on Writing, Math, and Science); Teacher Read Directions (Reading)

Additional Criteria:

· NEP, LEP or some monitor FEP students

· For students who are unable to decode text visually

· Determine groups based on language ability so that pacing does not interfere with student performance

A trained test proctor will read the entire test orally, following a provided script for Writing, Math, & Science.  For reading, only directions may be read aloud using the Teacher Read Directions script.  This should be scheduled with a small group (no more than 15 students) of fairly equivalent skills and abilities in the same testing environment.


	Written responses in Native Language (allowed on Reading, Math, and Science; not Writing)
Additional Criteria:
· NEP
· Current year or prior year instruction in Native Language

· Literacy in Native Language; evidence that student can write in his / her Native Language

· Student cannot show content knowledge in written English

Students write in their test book in their native language.  After testing is completed, the entire booklet is translated and transcribed into a new test booklet.  Parents may not translate or transcribe their students’ book.  


	Translated Oral Script (allowed on Writing, Math, and Science); Translated Teacher Read Directions (Reading)
Additional Criteria:
· NEP or LEP
· Student unable to decode text visually in English
· Consider student’s language of instruction.  If student hasn’t learned academic content in Native Language, the translated oral script may be a hindrance.

Follow the same procedures as Oral Script / Teacher Read directions using a trained proctor that is fluent in Spanish.  Schools may chose to pay a district approved translator to translate the orals script into another language up to 48 hours before the assessment and under the supervision of the SAC.  Parent may not translate the oral script.  The latter would be an unusual accommodation as students don’t typically receive instruction in their native language unless they are new arrivals to the U.S.


	ORAL response in English with SCRIBE (allowed on Reading, Math, and Science; not Writing)
           Very few ELLs would use a scribe since it’s not pedagogically part of instruction

Additional Criteria:
· NEP or LEP
· Scribing has been used during classroom assessment and instruction

· Student unable to show content knowledge in a written response; English writing process is significantly delayed compared to oral abilities (must document this need in the student’s formal learning plan)
· Student able to express orally what s/he knows about the content

Must follow TCAP procedures for scribe during testing.

ORAL response in Native Language with SCRIBE (allowed on Reading, Math, and Science; not Writing)
Additional Criteria:
· NEP

· In US for less than one year

· Current year or prior year instruction in Native Language

· Scribing has been used during classroom assessment and instruction

· Student cannot express orally what s/he knows about the content in English (must document this need in the student’s formal learning plan)

· Student unable to show content knowledge in a written response; writing process is significantly delayed compared to oral abilities (must document this need in the student’s formal learning plan)

Must follow TCAP procedures for scribe during testing as well as translation and transcribing after testing.
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