Nonfiction Reading/Writing through Koko’s Kitten
MediaCAST lesson bv Leslie Sacher

BVSD Standard(s)/Essential [earnings — 2™ Grade [ anguage Arts

Gtandard 1: Students read and understand 3 Variety of materials.
* (zenerates oral ahd written responses to texts based on ideas ahd information |earned
fFrom nharrative and informational texts.

Ctandard 2: Students listen, observe, Speak, and write £or g Variety of purposes and
audiences.

* (Jses oral language to obtain information, Complete a task, and share ideas with others.
* Organizes thinking before and during writing using graphiC organizers anhd sequencing.
* TAJrites to explain or give basiC information about familiar topicCs.

*Revises writing by rereading, adding on, and grouping ideas.

* Applies orgahization of how published texts are structured t0 own Writing.

Ctandard 5: Students apply research skifls to [ocate, select, and make use of relevant
/nformation.

* ocates information by |ooking at the book’s cover, graphics, titles/headings, and
structure.

* Chares facts from informational texts through speaking or writing.

(Jnit Enduring Jnderstandings (Jnit Essential Questions
Sequencing events from @ hoh-fiCtion text *TAIhat is the relationship between
using time-related transitions is @ hew idea to writers and readers?

introduce in 2" grade writing. {Jsing both a * TWhat makes writing easy to follow?

text ahd Video segments, students will practice |* What are benefits of recognizing the
non-fFiction, faCtual writing to pracCtice retelling |difference between facts and opinions?
the accomplishments of a person’s life. *TWhat Cah we learh from print?
gtudents Will ask questions ahd seek anhswers to
strengthen their khowledge on the topiC before
writing their retells.

ctudents will khow ... gtudents will be able to ...

* How to ask questions to investigate a topiC * (Jse a SraphiC orgahizer t0 mahage facts
below surface level into three Chunks of time




* How to properly use time-related transitions in
their writing (e.g. first, next, then, after that,
finally, etc.)

* How to distinguish fictionh and non-fiction,
fanhtasy and facCt

* How to Write a hon-fiction retell about a
person’s life using facts

* Arite @ hon-fiction account of a
person’s life

* (Jse time tO Orgahize non-fiction writing,
putting events in a sequential order to
aCCurately reCapture a person’s life

Academic YVocabulary

Gorilla, habitat, founhdation, doctorate, American Sigh [Language

Performance/Transfer Tasks

* NJon-fiction Account of Koko’s Life

QOther Evidence

* Anecdotal records Of partiCipatioh in
Class discussion, especCially during
question generation

TRubric (please attach if applicable)

* Cee below

ctudent Self-Assessment ahd Reflection

* Students will complete rubriC in
addition to teacher completion




Unit Design Template (continued)

Learnhing Activities

Ihtroduction: This lesson Canh be presented in ohe Writing session Or broken out into
severa| sessions. The lesson will begin with the investigation of what type of writing
students have completed before that was true (Factual) and used time to keep it in
order. Students may offer timelines as examples. Some may contribute a biography or
autobiography. Introduce the idea of using background knowledge, hoh-fiCtioh text and
video, and asking questions to find out information that Can help us write a sequential
account of someone’s life.

gession Qnhe: Brainstorm trahsition Words oh Chart paper. Talk about how our ideas make
the most sense and |00k best when they g0 in order. Remind students to hotice how this
text keeps KOKO’S |ife events in order. Read Koko's Kitten by Dr. FrancCine Patterson
(Reading Raihbow book). EnCourage students to ask questions that pop into their head —
this is What makes a good reader and writer, is finding out morel Record student
questions on Chart paper. *Qvernhight, email KOKO’s Caregivers (Www.KO0K0.0rg) to pose
students’ questions.

gession Two: ReVisit guestion list. Share answers from KOKo’s Caregivers that tell us more
about her to give a deeper understanding. Pose the question, “Are there any more
questions you've thought of sinCe we lasted talked about Koko?” Add to the Chart if
hecessary. Gather students in area to View MediaCAST videos (Koko's Kitten and 4
Conversation with Koko. Share all of Kokos Kitten and the First 10-15 minutes of 4
Conversation with Koko. These videos will give the students a Visual representation of
what was already read/learned about from the text Koko’s Kitten. Qpen a discussion of
how learnhing information from different mediums strengthens our Khowledge on a topic.
TRevisit transition word Chart and as a Class, discuss how we might retell KOKko’s life in
order. Ihtroduce graphiC orgahizer (below) ahd demonstrate filling it in With bullet points
(“quicK ideas”) oh document Camera and projector. (zive students time to Work on
graphic organizer.

Session Three: After students Ccohference with an adult on their planning page, give
students Writing paper to begin their non-fiction retell of KOKO’s life. Remind them of
the expectation t0 Conhference with ah adult in the room to check for spelling, sentence



http://www.koko.org/

structure, ahd to get the green light to polish and make a final Copy!

Materials

* Chart paper and markers

* Koko's Kitten by FranCine Patterson

* Computer/MediaCAST access and
projector

* Links for Koro’s Kitten and 4
Conversation with Koko (MediaCAST)

* Document Camera or Qverhead Projector
*Rubric, Planning Page, and Writing Paper

Differentiation Strategies (including
SpecCifiC accommodations)

* For students Who heed extra support, a
modified version of the plahning page may
be given (already filled out) or they may have
an adult scribe their ideas for them. A
nhote-CatCher may be provided with the
Facts on it SO students may reference a
hard copy as opposed to reCalling mentally

Technhology ahd Ihformation [ iteracy Integration

* Gtudents will view 2 MediaCAST Videos to absorb informatioh in a different medium

thah text

* gtudents may Visit Www.KOKo.Org to explore ahd pose their own questions

independently to KOKO’S Caregivers



http://www.koko.org/

Name:

Date:

Writing:

Rubric for 4 3 2 1
GOOD 2™
== % |k | k| K
Writing
Grammar & * 1 * 1 *1 have SOME | * 1 have many
Usage conferenced conferenced errors in errors in
with an adult with ah adult spelling or spelling and
*1 made ALL *1 made MQOST | sentence sentence
corrections corrections structure structure
*1spelled ALL | *1spelled
No Excuse MOST No
words right! Excuse words
right!
Organization | * Myideas are | * Most of my * Some of my * My ideas are
in order from ideas are in ideas are in way out of
First toO last order order order
* MY writing * My writing * My writing is | * MY writing
flows like a Flows nicely choppy or hard | does hot make
river! t0 follow sense
sometimes
Operation *Tspent ALL, | *1spent * 1 spent * T was off-
Of my time MOST of ty SOME time task, picking
plahnhing, time planning, plahning and my hose, and
writing, revising | writing, writing, but I barely got any
and polishing revising, and did not revise writing dohe ®
polishing or polish
Details *Twrote2to3 |*Jwrote1to2 | *]havel *1 have ho

details/fFacts

per idea
* T used
transition

words to link

ideas

details/facts
per idea

* 1 tried using
transition
words

detail/facCt per
ida

* My details do
not support my
ideas

facts or details
t0 support my
writing

Questions to ask myself...
o Are my facts the same as Koro’s Kitten and the video?




Could someone read my writing and Koko’s Kitten and learn the same things?
Does my writing use trahsition words like first, then, hext, after that, and
Finally?

Did 1 use answers £romm our Classroom guestions to help deepenh my level of
writing?



Planning Page — Sequencing My 1deas

&Beginning (First details/facts)

“ Middle (middle details/facts)

Y End (last details/Facts)







