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Eisenhower Elementary School

Boulder Valley School District—Excellence and Equity

A Note From the Principal

May 2009

Dear Eisenhower Community Members,

Thank you for bearing with me on some of
my excursions into teaching, learning and
childhood in these letters. It is fun to ex-
plore and wonder about these topics in ways
that hopefully make people pause and reflect.
One thing | have not often spoken about is
the specific people of our enterprise. You
are the bedrock of our endeavor and, ulti-
mately, it is the relationships and connections
people make that make us who and what we
are. | would like to dedicate this note to the
people of Eisenhower and to a few very spe-
cial individuals.

Clearly, our school would not exist without
our students. We all are here to serve and
cherish them as they become. Recently, the
Deputy Superintendent came to our school
in the afternoon. We toured the school and
she was so complimentary on children’s will-
ingness and excitement to learn. The kids
show us that day after day.

Our parent community is caring, kind, and
most generous. | feel there is a strong sense
of partnership and that we share the desire
to want to do the work that is best for kids.
Our PTA is amazing with the time and effort
they give to have our school be a better
place and to develop community. Parent
volunteers have made a significant impact on
the teaching/learning process. The trust and
care of our parent community is a powerful
dynamic in our school.

| think our teachers are quite amazing. For
those of you who have spent time in our
classrooms you know the challenge of keep-
ing at least 20 small people engaged, chal-
lenged, affirmed and safe. Our teachers love
what they do and | think our students know
this. Again that sense of connection and re-
lationship have untold power in all that we
do.

As with any work, there is a time to begin
and a time to end. Several of our teachers
have decided to retire this year. They are
wonderful people who have cared for your
children in all the ups and downs of learning.
They have never given up on a child and
these educators have shaped your child’s
view of the world by their kindness, dedica-
tion and high expectations. These retire-
ments are bittersweet. | am so happy for
these folks to open a new chapter in their
life. | am so sad to see them leave the
school!

Jack Heard is retiring after 33 years of teach-
ing. Seldom have | seen a person dedicate
himself to the success of children as Jack
does. This was true when he taught fifth
grade and it is doubly true as he teaches our
students with special needs. He is the
keeper of the institutional memory of the
school. He is the teacher who always finds a
way for his students...even those students

(Continued on page 2)

Important Dates

May |

Fun Run

Tennis Tourna-
ment begins

May 3-9

Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week

May 4

Math Olympiad

PTA Meeting
6:00-8:00 pm

May 5

ESL Homework
Club

May 6

Student Council
8:00-8:30

Volunteer Tea
11:00-1:00

May 8

Fun Run Rain
Date

May 1]

Math Olympiad

3rd Grade Field
Trip to Capitol
9:00-2:00

1220 Eisenhower Drive Boulder, Colorado 80303
Phone: 303-443-4260 « Fax: 303-447-1605

www.EisenhowerElementary.org
Charles Serns, Principal

May 12

ESL Homework
Club

Kindergarten Ori-
entation, 5:30-

6:30 pm

Jill Gargash, PTA Co-President
303-417-0407 or gargash@comcast.net
Robin Hibble, PTA Co-President
720-352-1224 or robin@hibble.com

Email News Coordinator: Lisa Bates

Subscription requests: Lisa.a.Bates@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Diane Sagrillo

newsletter.eisenhower@gmail.com

May 13

Student Council
8:00-8:30

May 15

Principal Reading
Club Picnic

(continued on page 2)
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(continued from page |)

May 19 ESL Homework Club
5th Grade Music Program 9:15 am (No
evening performance)
Eisenhower Night at Islands, 5:00-9:00

May 20 Student Council, 8:00-8:30

May 21 Bingo Night 6:00-7:30 pm

May 25 Memorial Day, No School

May 27 3rd Grade Field Trip Argo Mine
8:40-3:00

May 28 Kindergarten Graduation, 9:30-11:30

All School Slide Show, 1:30-2:15

Last day of School

Attention Parents and Students:

Teacher appreciation week is May 3 through
9. Love your teacher? Let them know! Do
something extra special for that extra special
teacher: write a poem, draw a picture, sing
them a song, bring a flower from your yard,
tell them how much you appreciate them--
anything from your heart to theirs.

Show the Love

(Continued from page [)

whose paths are filled with doubt and trauma. Jack is one of the
heroes of our school who quietly, expertly makes children succeed.

Linda Chambers is retiring this year and she will then be on a proc-
ess called 110/110. This means she will teach next year even though
she has officially retired. Any of you who have heard your child sing
or play the recorder must know that Linda is the catalyst that has
instilled the wonder and joy of music behind those harmonies. All of
you have seen her incredible productions where our students amaze
and delight us. Every year many, many students gain confidence and
poise at our talent show. The hand bell choir and the Eisenhower
Chorus bring joy to all. The end of the year slide show has been the
culminating experience for our students for years and is a true cele-
bration of our school and the people in it. Linda is a unique teacher
who uses the love of her work to inspire students.

Judy Barkley has been one of the first adults that many of our chil-
dren have seen as they start school. Her work as a para educator in
K-Care is always child centered. The children have been welcomed,
encouraged and nurtured by Judy’s kindness and care. Judy’s care
has extended to the staff where her concern for people’s wellbeing
is always unselfishly given. Judy’s kind touch has given children the
strength to go on and to become learners by focusing their wonder
and joy to the innate desire to learn.

Dick Larson is another quiet, unsung hero of the school. He is our
“tech guy.” He keeps our computers running. His patience as we
learn new systems and machines is beyond compare. While he does
not directly instruct students, he facilitates their learning by having
the software ready, the machines working and teachers informed.
Eisenhower is the only school | know of that has such a person in
this role. We have been both spoiled and enriched by his service.
Those are the people | know of who are retiring. None of them
want a big fuss over all this but | would encourage you to give them
a “Thanks!” when you see them. They have made our school very
special.

Another other staff change is that Natalie Swetye will be on mater-
nity leave for next year.

As people come in and out our lives it is worth our time to reflect
on their impact on us. | realize each of us is on an individual jour-
ney, but as we pass those who either blazed the trail or held our
hand, it is so important to remember the power that connection and
relationship make in our lives. Without them we are lost...with
them we are more than we ever imagined we could be!!

Sincerely and in highest regard,

Charles Serns
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PTA Opportunities Available, Apply Inside....

As we near the end of another great Eisenhower year, we have to begin to think about next year. The PTA has
a few positions available. If you would like to join a group of great parents in working toward making Eisen-
hower Elementary the best it can be, please consider joining us! A few positions are currently open: T-shirt
Coordinator, Community Building Organizer, and Bulletin Board/PTA newsletter Organizer. If you have any
questions about these positions, please contact Jill Gargash via email (gargash@comcast.net).

This year the PTA tried to have a grade PTA Representative. This was difficult as not every grade had a PTA
Representative and we felt it was unfair to put all the work on a few grades. So, if you were a PTA Representa-
tive and were never given anything to do, | apologize. We will probably not put this position out there next
year because of the above reason.

The PTA raises funds for our annual budget (as you probably know by now). We are also working on building
a community and have many community building events during the year: Bingo, movie night, sporting events,
etc. The Community Building Organizer will be in charge of some of these events next year.

We would love to hear input on where you would like to see your PTA budget go, where community building
should be focused and other things that are on your mind. We will be holding our final PTA meeting of the

year on May 4th, 6:00 pm in Eisenhower's library.

This final meeting is held to vote on PTA Board Members for the 2009-2010 school year. The positions to be
voted on are: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Volunteer Coordinator. If you would like to

put your name (or someone else's) up for election, this is the time to do so. If you are putting someone else's
name in for vote, please know that this person must be present. Anyone in the Eisenhower community is in-
vited to this meeting and has a vote. The PTA is growing and your children's education is directly impacted by
the things we do and budget for each year. We hope to see you there.

Thank you,
Jill Gargash and Robin Hibble, PTA co-Presidents
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E5L Summer School

All ESL students are welcome to attend summer school! The Summer Academy for English Learners will be held from
June 2-July 9, Monday through Thursday, each morning from 8:00 to 12:00 at Columbine Elementary. Bus transportation
is available. Please turn in your registration forms to your teacher by April 23rd. Have a great summer filled with learn-

ing!

Thank you!
Joy Brook
Eisenhower Elementary ESL Teacher

(303) 443-4260 x278

What's Happening in Art

Elizabeth Jacobs, Art Teacher. Elizabeth.Jacobs@bvsd.org

Hello Eisenhower family and friends. The Eisenhower Art
department will be having our annual Eisenhower ART
SHOW on Thursday, April 30th from 3:10 to 5:10.
Come on in after school and check out your child’s favor-
ite piece of artwork this year while also looking at the
artwork from the other grades at Eisenhower. Snacks and
beverages will be provided for your enjoyment while you
look at the art. Each student will have a piece of artwork
in the art show. | hope to see you all there. The week
before the show | would love some help from parent vol-
unteers, so if you have some extra time, please send me
an email at Elizabeth.Jacobs@bvsd.org.

Kindergarten
The kindergarteners have just finished self-portraits in-

spired by the artist Mary Cassatt. We are now beginning
a unit looking at the artwork of Henri Rousseau. During
this unit the kindergarteners will create a piece of jungle
art. They will look at trees, flowers, and plants and show
me how well they have learned to look at pictures and do
their best to draw what they see. We will then learn to
draw a monkey and they will draw, color and cut out as
many monkeys as they would like on their jungle art and
glue them on.

First Grade

After the first graders finish their Japanese anime project,
they will create a tree house. We will look at different
tree houses that have been created by architects. We will
talk about architecture, go outside and draw trees from

looking at them, and then | will have the students use their
imagination to create an interesting tree house.

Second Grade

The second graders will learn about the artist Louise Ne-
velson and we will create geometric wall blocks. They will
learn to use a compass and ruler and come up with geo-
metric patters. They will paint these patterns with tints
and shades of one color.

Third Grade

The third graders will create a piece of artwork studying
how to properly shade spheres. We will look at outer
space and planets and then look at Styrofoam balls to un-
derstand how light reflects off of part of the ball. They
will use black construction paper and chalk.

Fourth Grade

The fourth graders will begin a unit looking at the artwork
of Pablo Picasso. We will talk about different ways to
create a self-portrait and how different artists portray
feelings or experiences. The fourth graders will then cre-
ate a self portrait in the style of Pablo Picasso.

Fifth Grade

The fifth graders will look at the architecture of Frank
Lloyd Wright. We will talk about how his architecture
was modular and modern. We will plan and build a Frank
Lloyd Wright inspired bird house out of slabs of clay. The
fifth graders will spend two class periods building this
house and after they are fired we will glaze them.
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What's Happening in Music

Linda Chambers, Linda.Chambers@bvsd.org

5th Grade Program - Classroom, Band, & Orchestra will be performing for the school May 19, starting at 9:00 a.m.
THERE WILL BE NO EVENING PERFORMANCE this year-.

5th Graders will be playing all the accompaniments for their songs on the guitar, bass, and drums as well as singing. It
should be an interesting showcase of musical talent each and every child possesses.

4th Graders MUSIC CSAP- these scores are reported to the state and placed on Eisenhower’s report card. This report
card is viewed by any one interested in attending our school. It is important that students come with confidence to perform to
the best of their ability.

They will be singing ‘Li’l Liza Jane’ following Music Standard I:

-song is performed accurately with confidence

--- pitch accuracy

--- diction

--- open tone, resonant and not forced

--- posture/breath support

-Read melodic and rhythmic notation following guidelines for Music Standard 4

--- students will clap and say a set of 2 two measure cards in 4/4 meter

--- students will choose the correct melodic pattern from two written scores, after teacher plays example on a melodic instru-
ment

The 3rd Grade music program was a big hit with the school and the parents who attended the evening show. We will
finish out the year working on the computer and beginning recorder.

2nd Graders sang some songs that were about Alaska. They reviewed phrases like, similar, and different in preparation to
writing their first music composition using pitch syllable do, re, mi, so, la and rhythm notation for half note, quarter note, quar-
ter rest, and paired eighth notes.

Kindergarteners have been singing songs from Africa that represent the call-response form in music. They are beginning
to recognize music notation for the quarter note, quarter rest and the paired eighth note. They continue to use classroom
instruments, body percussion, and their voices.

Thank you for the opportunity to work with your child as their music teacher.

DON'T FORGET THE FUN RUN !!!!

The money raised from this fundraiser goes directly to Music, PE and Art programs for materials and equipment that we are
unable to cover with our regular budget. Items purchased for music in past years have been guitars, dulcimers, autoharps and
autoharp cases. Please try to give as generously as possible. Times are hard for everyone, but if EVERYONE would participate

it would really make a big difference in the quality of our Music, Art, and PE programs here at Eisenhower.

Thank you.
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BVSD’s Lifelong Learning presents: Learning Theatre: Help Your
Child Make Learning Easier and Homework Fun

Spend the day learning simple techniques that help you cope with the distractions of computer games and TV, and
improve your child's interest in learning and school. This workshop for parents and teachers is highly experiential
with role playing and hands-on exercises that demonstrate the fundamentals of "learning to learn" and how specific
words affect learning. Every person attending will actively participate in reading the leading-role script to a partner.
The plot is based on insightful and unique perspectives of the learning process. Discover how easy it is to remember
important information such as spelling words or math tables, and how to enhance reading comprehension skills. Pre-
vious participants report the day was fun and exciting, and enjoyed mastering the leading role by practicing it with
others. A $15 materials fee is payable to the instructor in class for a comprehensive workbook.

Saturday, May 9, 2009
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuition Fee $85 , Materials Fee $ 15.00
Instructor: Paul Brown Location: Boulder - New Vista High School

Please register at www.bvsd.org/LLL, or call 303-499-1125 x222.

Muses From The Library

Carol Piirto, * Carol.Piirto@bvsd.org

4th Grade MINI LIBRARY ART SHOW: Thank you to everyone who participated in the mini art show. You are brave, extro-
verted and talented! Thank you for the delicious appetizers for your art opening. We do have a ceramic plate/serving tray with
blue and green glaze which had no name on it. Is it yours? carol.piirto@bvsd.org

ALL BOOKS DUE MAY [ITH: | know it seems amazing but school ends May 28th. For that reason, all books are due Monday,
May | Ith. There will be class awards of root beer floats, read-a-thons and brownies for the three classes that bring in their
books first. There will be a contest for the best excuse for not bringing your book in. We will have summer reading lists.
We'll be talking about the summer reading programs at the public libraries, at Barnes and Noble and the Eisenhower Library
Smart Kid Express Summer Reading Log. How’s that for a mouthful!?

IMPACT ON EDUCATION: Thanks to a generous Eisenhower family, the lke library was nominated for a Boulder Valley Im-
pact on Education award. We like our school to get recognized because |, for one, know that the Eisenhower kids, teachers
and parents are the BEST in the north, the east, the west and the south. They deserve an accolade or two!

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS: Children have been acting out the types of books in Genre Theater; others have been testing
whether they have royal blood after reading The Princess and the Pea. They lay on four camping pads with a pea inserted un-
derneath. If they felt the pea, they were assured of their royalty! At the end of May, children will be working on Japanese plays
and others on an African dance.

TIME AWAY: | will be away for part of April after an operation. I'll be returning to Eisenhower with great alacrity toward the
end of April. If | have not gotten back to you in the meantime as | should have, please excuse. If you need to communicate
with me, it’s best to email rather than call, as | won’t be getting my phone messages. Thanks, carol.piirto@bvsd.org
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Physical Education News
Terry Neitenbach, Physical Education Teacher

On your mark, get set, go....
Eisenhower Fun Run
Friday, May st
(Rain Date is Friday, May 8th)

It is that time of the year for the Eisenhower Fun Run. Students will be helping to raise money for their school. All students
will be participating in the Eisenhower Fun Run on Friday, May Ist. (Rain Date is Friday, May 8th).

The schedule is as follows:

8:55-9:31 5th Grade Bailey, Perkins, Turnquist

9:35-10:00 Kindergarten AM Baird, Estoque G
10:10-10:46 3rd Grade Gates, Larsen, Wagner\Hill

10:46-11:26 BREAK

11:30-12:06 4th Grade Dana, Orobona, Whelan

12:06-12:40 LUNCH

12:40-1:16 2nd Grade Patterson, Willson, Parker, Novak

1:20-1:56 Ist Grade Grimes, Leahy, Swetye\Walker

2:00-2:25 Kindergarten PM Baird, Estoque

Please note: Ms. Moore’s students will participate with their general education class.

Parents are welcome to join in on the fun by cheering, running or walking alongside your child, or volunteering. Water will be
provided for all participants. And students will enjoy their Popsicle treat after their Fun Run. If it is a sunny day, your child may
want to wear a hat for protection, comfortable clothing, and good running shoes.

Every child will receive a Fun Run Envelope on Friday, April 24th in their Friday Folders. Parents if you could please take the
time to go over this Fun Run envelope with your child and help encourage and support them with this school event, that
would be greatly appreciated. Please note that 100% of the contributions go to benefit all Eisenhower students.

Fun Run envelopes will need to be returned by Friday, May |5th. Students can return their Fun Run envelopes into the Fun
Run Box in the main office when they are done collecting contributions.

Funding from the Fun Run will go towards helping to support Art, Music, Physical Education, Assemblies, playground equipment
(jump ropes, balls, etc...), and before and after school programs. Our school goal is to raise $14,000.00. Classes will be
competing to raise the most money. The three classes that raise the most money will be joining Mr. Neitenbach for a
lunchtime pizza and dodge ball party! There will be one winner for K-1, one for 2-3, and one for 4-5.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact Terry Neitenbach at 303-443-4260, or e-mail terry.neitenbach@bvsd.org.

Again, | would like to thank all of the students, parents, and our community members for their support in making the Fun Run
such a success over the years.
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Penny Wars

We are proud to announce that through Penny Wars Ei-
senhower Elementary, along with the Cub Scout Pack 372,
have raised $700.00 that will go to Community Food Share.
The generosity of our community is wonderful and deeply
appreciated. The Kindergarteners were the over-all win-
ners! They will be having a popsicle party to celebrate.
Congratulations. Thank you to all of you for participating!
We would also like to thank Boulder Valley Credit Union
and Steve Carr for their contributions and for counting all
the coins and bills.

NEW VACLINE REQUIREMENTS (09-10)

2" dose Varicella (chickenpox) REQUIRED FOR ALL KINDERGARTNERS, 1° and 2"° GRAD-
ERS

Varicella (chickenpox) is a disease that is very contagious, and there continue to be outbreaks of the disease in
Colorado as well as other states around the country. As a result of continued outbreaks, even in children
who have had one injection of Varicella vaccine, next year the state of Colorado requires a second dose of
Varicella vaccine beginning at kindergarten as well as 1™ 2nd grade entry. It is the responsibility of the par-

ents to provide an updated record of immunization to the school.

It continues to be a rule, that if a child has had chickenpox disease, a laboratory test showing immunity or a
documented disease history from a health care provider is acceptable. In Colorado, children will need to
have the appropriate documentation of two doses of Varicella vaccine at entry into Kindergarten, 1** and 2nd

grade as well as the other vaccine requirements.

If you do not wish your child to have this vaccine for personal or religious reasons, please sign a waiver that is
available in the Health Room. A medical exemption must be signed by a physician.

Tdap REQUIRED FOR 6™, 7™, 8™, 10™, 11™, AND 12™

Pertussis (whooping cough) can be a very serious disease in infants and small children. It has been found that
siblings who have Pertussis disease can frequently expose other children in the household. Colorado ranks
fifth of all states in the country with this disease. Per Colorado state law, Tdap vaccine will be required for all
6™, 7™, 8%, 10" 11, and 12" grade students the upcoming school year (09-10). It is the responsibility of the
parents to provide an updated record of immunization to the school. If you do not wish your child to have
this vaccine for personal or religious reasons, please sign a waiver that is available in the Health Room. A

medical exemption must be signed by a physician.

Parents of 6™ graders: The most commonly used vaccine for Tdap in the Boulder area requires that the child
be at least || years old. If your child is entering 6™ grade and is not yet | I, please check with your provider

ahead of time to see if you will need to wait until the | I™ birthday.
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Just in Time for Mother’s Day!
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Benefit Plant Sale: Boulder Garden Club and Eisenhower Elementary School. The Best Garden Plant Sale of the Year is
Saturday morning, May 9, from 9:00 to 12:00 in the Eisenhower Elementary School cafeteria.
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Sponsored by the Boulder Garden Club, this sale will include plants grown by some of Boulder’s most Masterful Gar-
deners, from gardens that you have seen in Garden Tours and Magazines around Boulder County. You will find:
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* A huge array of Colorado-friendly plants
* Find the right plants for trouble spots in your garden
* Expert gardeners on hand to answer questions
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Eisenhower Fifth Grade will be contributing plants and MOTHER’S DAY CARDS and GIFTS to fund their yearbook
project. PLEASE COME help our class and get something special for Moms!
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EISENHOWER PARENTS: If you are able to donate plants for the 5th Grade yearbook project, please contact Kim
Ezzell at 303-449-4535, or kimezzell@yahoo.com for more info.
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Proceeds from Boulder Garden Club donations will go toward the club’s many civic works including maintenance and
improvements at Boulder’s historic Columbia Cemetery, providing birthday bouquets for Meals on Wheels, and sup- [
] porting world gardening activities.

Spring Fling has Flung: Tennis Tournament on the Horizon!

Hi everyone! Jill and | would like to thank everyone who helped put on the Spring Fling! Your tireless efforts did not go unno-
ticed. Your children, as well as your school, appreciate all of your dedication and the hard work you put into this fund raiser.

We would also like to thank those families who participated in our biggest fund raiser of the year. We know there are many
options on a Saturday night and your willingness to take time out of your busy lives to support your school and children is very
much appreciated. These school fund raisers are critical to the quality of your children's education and learning experience, so
thank you!

This year we dealt with many issues that we have not had to deal with in previous years. The economy pinches everyone, even
schools. We usually make nearly $20,000 with this fund raiser, but businesses weren't able to give as freely this year, and Eisen-
hower's participation was overall lower than expected (only 23% of Eisenhower families participated). We budgeted for, and
anticipated, that this year we would make $13,400.00 from the Spring Fling, however, we grossed just shy of $10,000 this year.
While we fell short of our projected amount by $3,400.00, we believe we still did not do too badly.

Let's bring up the PTA budget with our last main fund raiser for the year:
Tennis Tournament!!!
Please participate in our Tennis Tournament. Save the date for May |, 2, & 3. This is a fun after school, all
weekend fund raiser for both children and adults. Stay tuned for more information. Great prizes for kids and

adults (7 day steamboat accommodation for adults).

Thanks again for all who helped and participated with the Spring Fling. We Look forward to having fun with the Tennis Tourna-
ment.

Cheers,
Robin and Jill, PTA co-Presidents
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€asy Fundraiser May 19 and You Won't Have to Make Dinner!

Islands Restaurant is sponsoring a fundraiser for Eisenhower on May 19th, 5:00-9:00. Dine at Islands for dinner, present
the flier below (extra copies at the front desk near the office), and Eisenhower will receive 20% of our dinner and drink
purchases for the night! Tell your friends and get them a flier; they don't need to go to Eisenhower to help, they just
need to have dinner at Islands on May |9th and present this flier. Remember: without the flier, we don't get the credit!

Islands is located at 1855 29th St. # 1152 ~Boulder, CO 303-449-0333. Islands serves great food at a reasonable price,
kids meals starting at $4.99. They have vegetarian options as well as gourmet burgers, delicious fresh-cut (unlimited)
fries, and superior salads. Family and friends: all at Islands, and all for a good cause.

Just present this flyer o your server
and we'll donate 20% of your food and
beverage purchases back to your school.

Thank Youl!

Islands presents:

senhower Elementary

School Fundraiser

Date: Tuesday, May 19 2009
Time: bpm to 9pm
Islands at 1855 29th st. # 1152 Boulder
303-449-0333

not valid with any other discount

E

Hot, juicy gormet burgers. Delicious Fresh-cut fries. Superior salads.
Family and Friends. All at Islands, and all for a good cause.

lSL‘INDS

Fme burgers ¢ drinks .

www.islandsrestaurants.com




