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Pioneer a PreK through 8h Grade School???

A
N ‘ There has recently been an alignment of three important circumstances and events that have led the Pioneer
Elementary School Community, the Lafayette Principals, and the BVSD leadership to take a closer look at the
C” |Lafayette Schools feeder system as a whole and as a result, consider the f@pening of Escuela Bilingue Pioneer
as a prekindergarten through 8t grade school beginning in the 20122013 school year. They are: New
D Research indicating that such a program can have a profound impact on student achievement; the evolution of

) the Lafayette Schools as a whole; and the timi8nhg pf P
<7 | program at Pioneer is only in the exploratory phase and will ultimately require final approval by the school

y board.
P Research tells us that it takes between 7 and 10 years to fully develop academic proficiency in a second
< |language. In addition, the latest research of Wayne Thomas and Virginia Collier, two renowned education

professors from George Mason University indicate that students learning English as a Second Language (ESL)
< enrolled in well designed two -way dual language programs, perform much better academically than their
peers served in monolingual programs, especially in cases where they receive 7 to 10 years of bilingual
instruction. This further supports what we already know; those students who have well developed literacy

= skills in their first language will more quickly and effectively transfer those skills and acquire a second
} language.
I With this in mind, the BVSD created a dual language strand at Angevine Middle School in 2004 to continue

bilingual programming for Pioneer students. As the Lafayette Elementary Schools continue to evolve with the

¢ |advent of the Math and Science Focus Program at Ryan Elementary, the International Bachelorette Program at
Sanchez Elementary and the Talented and Gifted Focus Program at Lafayette Elementary, Angevine Middle
FYY | school faces the difficult task of trying to provide for continuity of services for four feeder schools with

different programs.

A | Add to this the fact that Pioneer is slated for a 4.6 million dollar construction project, and the fact that the
fh\" ‘ School District may have money left over from other construction projects due to a very favorable economy
and savings from the interest on the bonds they sold at historically low interest rates. They may be able to then
suppl ement Pioneerds construction b Bdapmtwouddaequire. ime arg
order to both plan for the program and to determiphe i
<3 | we have been moved to phase 3 construction pushing our timeline out by one more year.

During their next meeting in May, Pi oneerds Schoo I m
program planning and finalizing a proposal to take to the school board sometime during the next school year.
. | We (the entire Pioneer staff) are very excited about the prospect of taking on this challenge and look forward
to partnering with our parent community every step of the way on the road to becoming a model program for
other school districts around the country.
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May Calendar

4-8 PTA Teacher Appreciation Week
6 Volunteer Tea
7
8

Festival Concert Centaurus 7:00pm
Festival Concert Centaurus 7:00pm
11- 13 Fun and Fitness Week
21 SIT Meeting 4:30pm
21 5th Grade Music Preformance 6:60pm
25 Memorial Day - No School

27 PTA End of Year Party 5:00pm
28 Last Day of School for students Great neWS’ fU” day
29  Last Day of School for teachers Kindergarten next year!

THE PIONEER NEWSLETTER IS A MONTHLY PUBLICATION SENT OUT AT THE END OF EACH MONTH. ITEMS TO BE
PUBLISHED IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER MUST BE SUBMITTED BY EMAIL BY MAY 15TH TO Teresaroalson@aol.com.



\
s®

W

CRE
& .

)

0

é%‘
%\

s

]

AXSTIAXSTIAXSTAN

éﬁ 2

I\ Contact Marti Whitney at Echelon Spokes and Slopes for more details 3036041825 or
martlwhltney@msn com to sign up by Monday May 4 t.

.1%
Fun Spring Bicycling Group Ride for 4 th and 5% Graders!

Echelon Spokes and Slopes who was a generous sponsor of our Pioneer PTA jogathon is inviting # and % é&
' 2* 5th grade kids to do a bike clinic and ride on May 8thfrom 3:00- 5:00 (Additional clinics will be held after -
the last day of school on May 29" and June 120) This is a fantastic opportunity to learn more about bike
safety, increase your bike skills and practice changing your own flat tires, BUT most importantly you
" will do an adventurous ride here in the area with expert bike leaders from Echelon! Rides and clinics
- will be at Echelon Spokes and Slopes 297 N. Highway 287 suite 110 about ¥2 miles from the school.

Note:
Bikes must undergo a free safety check prior to the ride. Echelon will do safety checks prior g’ ¢
May 6" at the shop. This will ensure that all kids and bikes are safe and everybody can
a great ride!
Tires should have liners to minimize flats on the ride
Helmets are required for all riders
Bring water bottles
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La Visita

:) Calling al/l parents intere

visit between parentsodé for
have ideas but cannot help, please join us! So, if

you want to help with d or have ideas ford 0 u n a
visitaodo please contact She
3039023431. We will have a planning session

for next year in May.
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Attention! &
&

Are you known for making ameand chile sals
Do you love to taste -test chile & chips? ﬁ

Then aa visit between p
1:15 in the atrium is the place for you! Join us

V-4
for a fun atastinga of Wemade chile sal sa.

ntsa on May 22nd a

Wecl | supply the chips |l emonade, you bri
guart or two of salsa! Participants will sample
andrate allsalsas daand- a apreferre
will be named at 2:15!
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one Book, One Pionee,

Un Libro, Un Pioneel

Todos los padres, todos los nifios, todas las familias

What do you get when you mix a good story with two boys acting, some creative props,
a whole bunch

cooki es,

wide family book club!

One Book, One Pioneer kicked off on April 10th in the Pioneer Library. Danny Ferry and
RuthAnne Oliver read The Old Man & His Door by Gary Soto to a crowd of more than 50 Pioneer

of Pi oneer

people. Brennen and Ryan Oliver provided the acting entertainment.

All this month, book bags with books and family activity ideas are available to check out in
both English and Spanish. Check in with Danny at the library and plan a cuddle -up read-aloud at

home.

Next, on Friday May 8 th, One Book, One Pioneer will meet again in the Pioneer Library right
after school. Families can share their activities from and ideas about The Old Man & His Door, and
then we will draw names to win copies of the book. Last, but certainly not least, we will read aloud
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka. And yes, there will be more acting

entertainment and lots of cookies!

Kindergarten
Atlantis Terry

Adyn Cox

Erin O'Brien
Isabella Harrison
Kevin Huth
Ashley Ortiz Velazquez
Eric Campos
Jimmy Becerril
Martin Arellano
Tamara Soto
Edwin Fabela
Heyner Gonzalez

First Grade
Steven Hernandez

Fourth Grade
Amalia Munding
Harmony Lojko
Milena Meyer

Rachel Mahar

Beto Salgado
Hiatt Franck

Vanessa Diaz
Quiana Caro
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Jacqueline Peinado Aguirre

Congratulations to all of our most recently published authors:

Hayden Nelson
Amanda Mcintyre
Evelyn Mackenzie
Isabella Sargent

Kira Furey

Bryan Solorio

Ester Vargas

Jose Valenzuela
Nathan Gordillo

Uver Guevara-Garcia
Franklin Fuentes-Medina

Octavio Rodriguez

Bergen Grant
Kaitlyn Dickinson
Alex Chavez
Danielle Kendrick

A display of our published books was a big hit recently at the Impact on Education awards banquet. The Pioneer Press
received a grant this year through Impact on Education, specifically from Post News Charities, and it was fun to be

able to show how that money has been put to good use. | heard lots of wonderful comments on the books themselves
and, of course, the fantastic stories inside them!

Maya Milan

Douglas Stevenson
Gabriela ReynaMarie
Kalani Gilman

Quinn Holden

Daniel Sierra-Sandoval
German Sandate
Leslie Morales-Castro
Ricardo Gonzalez
Perla Sanchez
Gisselle Rios Valdez

Giselle Rodriguez Valenzuela

Carlos Reza
Ray Ray Martinez
Jackson Full

Fifth Grade (View some of these stories atpioneerpta.org/In the Classroom/Fifth Grade Publishing )

peopl e?

Analy Arellano
Logan Daehnick
Renni Caparachini

Daniel Rodriguez
Max Bogue
Jazmin Ocampo
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Escuela Bilinglie Pioneer
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everychild.onevoice.” PIONEER JOG - A- THON 2009

Thank-you, Pioneer, for making this event so successful!

News from your PTA...

We had sunny days, perfect running temperatures and lots of enthusiastic smiling kids. There was
laughter, cheering, persistence, and hard work as each runner rounded laps toward their goals. It was a joy to
watch as participants found they could do more than they thought. We watched as kids ran together, encouraged
and supported each other, and celebrated each otherds acc
their faces!

Tim, Anna and Jason worked weeks ahead of time to prepare the students and help them set running goals.
Tim was there each morning to help us set -up. He was patient, enthusiastic and encouraging as each class took its
turn on the course. Many teachers and staff ran and walked alongside students. Each was grinning and cheering
and having a blast. It was so exciting to see to see them sharing the experience. Our classroom teachers, staff
and front office administrators encouraged our community to participate, and supported us as we planned this
event.

Lots of parents lent a hand pinning race numbers on kids, filling and handing out water cups, spraying the
kids with water, marking laps and cheering loudly. Parents and siblings laughed, danced, cheered and even ran
alongside the students. We even had some amazing parents who helped set up at 7:30 in the morning and stayed
all day, even when their kids werendt running that day!
special thanks to parents who helped us ahead of time planning and organizing the jog  -a-thon.

Our generous sponsors fil | edyouEkshelonkGlifBartBoutler®Runnire Cdrepany . T
Bolder Boulder, Lafayette Recreation Center and Pearl Izumi for making our event extra special.

Finally, we thank the Pioneer Community for raising funds for our school. As this goes to print, we have
raised $14,169.11. These funds will help our students next year in many ways. It is never too late to turn in
pledged money!

As the second annual Jog -a-thon comes to a close, we encourage you take a minute to look through the
photos in the Atrium and remember all the great folks and moments that made this event a great success.

Keep up the fitness and the fun,
Thanks Everybody!

Jen and Kathleen

Plastic bag recycling fundraiser update
Thank you to all who brought their plastic bags in to Pioneer.
We collected 9 huge bags in the short two months and earned $45 from Walmart Foundation. The check will arrive in June.

The collection continues! At this rate, we can earn a few hundred dollars for Pioneer next year, AT NO COST TO YOU. That
would be enough to buy, for example, art supplies for manyaof Pi
for some of the copy paper we get home in Friday folders.

Thanks for the support and please keep bringing in the plastic bags to the box by the front door!



