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         Kirkôs Kom ment s 
 
Hello New Vista families!  Once again, it is an honor to be serving you as Principal.  In 
preparing for the start of a new school year at a new school, I was anticipating being tested in 
many ways.  Coming into a new school and a new culture is challenging.  Students have very 
clear ideas on how things should be at New Vista.  I was sure that an entirely new administrative 
team would be met with some fear of change and perhaps resistance.  After 9 weeks it seems 
that either both Ivette and I are having a very long honeymoon period with the student body, 
or the transition proved to be less challenging for the kids than I expected. 
 
Our first days of school went relatively smoothly.  Students had an opportunity to meet with 
Ivette and me in paired advisories.  We also had a school wide drum circle to bring all students 
and faculty together on the first day of school.  Advisories spent their first few periods together 
refocusing on New Vistaõs core values.  Each advisory presented either a skit or a mural 
centered on one of the core values.  The murals are on display throughout the school; check 
them out!   
 
This is an exciting time for New Vista and for me personally.  This has been grand change and 
huge life event for my fiancée and me. We are settling in nicely to our house in Niwot and our 
positions in Boulder.  When I am not at New Vista, I have been busy looking at florists, bands, 
venues, caterers and all the other accoutrements that a wedding calls for. Thank you again to all 
the parents who have made me feel so welcome to not only New Vista, but Boulder and 
Colorado in general!   
 
Each day I am getting to know your students a little better, and I have to say how impressed I 
am.  From our champion Ultimate Frisbee team to our award winning artists, New Vista 
students are incredibly dynamic!  Please encourage your students to drop by my office for a 
chat; there is plenty for me to learn from each and every one of New Vistaõs students.   
 
Parent Night and Comida Latina were both great opportunities for me to get to know all of 
New Vistaõs parents.  Thank you to all the parents who came out for those events and who 
contributed to our bake sale.  One of the biggest benefits for us was to be able to compile 
databases of parents who wish to volunteer.  We appreciate your time and abilities so much!  If 
you didnõt get a chance to sign up, let Donna know.  We can always use help with football 
parking.  Additionally, we are looking for study center supervision/tutors.  The position will 
require a background check, but provides an opportunity to work closely with students who 
need support.  If you are interested, please let me know.   
 

Please feel free to email me at kirk.quitter@bvsd.org or call me directly at 720.561.8700 with any 
questions, concerns or feedback.   
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Very Important:  New Rules for Admission to Public Four-Year Colleges in Colorado 
The Colorado Commission on Higher Education has changed the entrance requirements for all (let me repeat, 
all) four-year colleges in Colorado.  What follows are the new requirements, stated both in terms of years and 
New Vista learning units.  These requirements go into effect for the class of 2010 
 

Language Arts  4 years  8 learning units 
Social Studies  3 years  6 learning units (at least one year of US or World History) 
Science   3 years  6 learning units (at least two years of lab sciences) 
Math   4 years  8 learning units (Algebra I and above) 
World Language  1 year  2 learning units (of the same language.) 

  
Within these requirements certain classes are acceptable; others are not.  Advisors will have information on these 
specifics, as will the school counselor, Diane Mastromarino. 
 

In order to meet the new math requirements, all students will need to complete:  
Equations IB, Figures Shapes and Patterns I and II, Equations IIA and IIB, Equations III and Statistics plus 
two additional classes.    

 

Students who come to high school having completed Algebra I will not need to take more than these listed 
classes.  Students are also encouraged by CCHE to take a math class in their senior year in order to keep skills 
ready for the math classes they will be required to take in college. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Faces at New Vista

New Teachers   
Andy Stephens Science  
Ryan Commerson ASL 
 
 

New Student Teachers  
Jarrett Henson LA 
Michael Koehler Interventionist Intern 
Laura Musser Social Studies 
Danny Nagel Math 
Darrel Neufeld Social Studies 
Andrew Russo Math 
Keith Summers LA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
New Adjunct Faculty  
Cynthia Boatman Social Worker 
Ken McLaughlin Psychologist 
 

New Teaching Assistants  
Jeanne Visvader         Sped Assistant 
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School Improvement Team (SIT)  

 

This yearôs school improvement goals are both a continuation of the work we 

have been doing for the last several years and reflect areas of renewed 

focus.  This school year, we are concentrating on four main areas:  math 

achievement, equity for ELL student achievement, and a school 

environment where our belongings are safe.  Perhaps the greatest 

change seen in our school improvement goals this year is the continued 

use of a new CSAP measurement, the student growth percentile.  The 

Colorado Department of Education developed the student growth 

model.  It uses a common measure to describe how much growth each 

student makes in a year.  The concept is similar to pediatric growth 

charts and helps schools to see both achievement scores and academic 

growth each year.  In this model, students are measured against their 

academic peers.  In other words, their performance is compared to 

students in the same grade level across the state, who had similar CSAP scores in the past year.  

From that comparison, a growth percentile is calculated.  Typical growth is in the 50
th
 percentile.  

For example, a student who is growing as well or better than 60% of their peers is at the 60
th
 

percentile.   

While the student growth model provides a new measure for student achievement, there are several 

confounding factors related to CSAP data.  Since we are a small school, test fatigue, incomplete tests, 

very small subgroup numbers, and just not taking the CSAP seriously have a huge impact on our data.  

For example, itôs not uncommon for us to see a standard error of 10+ points in our data.  This means 

that a student growth median of 50 could actually be 40 or it could be 60.  With that said, New Vista 

made Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) this year.  Our CSAP scores were judged against 10 targets, 

all of which were achieved. CSAP data is valuable, however we triangulate our data with ACT 

scores, in class assessments and qualitative data in order to assess where we stand with student 

achievement.  Since we are a small school, we know how your children well.  We know how they are 

achieving in the core academic areas and we know what they are capable of.       

A word about ACT scoresé.  Since the ACT is accepted by most colleges in the application process, 

students have a reason to do well.  While some students have a difficult time seeing the benefit of 

taking the CSAP seriously, the stakes are relatively high for ACT scores.  Accordingly, we see a more 

accurate picture of student achievement based on ACT data.  Please encourage your students to give 

both the ACT and CSAP exams their due.  Both provide us with excellent data on what New Vista is 

doing well, and areas we can work on.  Additionally, while no one here subscribes to a standardized 

testing worldview, exams like these are an unavoidable part of education.  Whether students agree or 

disagree with the testing aspect of education they should be fluent in its culture.    

With that said, our achievement goal for last year had addressed writing. While we are continually 

seeking to improve writing achievement, our school improvement goal now focuses on improving 

achievement in math.  Our math expectations are quite high at New Vista.  However, based on the 

student growth model and our CSAP achievement scores we know that this is an area where we can 

affect greater student growth.   

Our school improvement goals and action plan for 2009-2010 are as follows: 
Achievement Goal  

Improve school wide (grades 9 and 10) growth median in math to 56 from current 46.  
Equity Goal  

Improve growth median for all ELL  students to at least 50 in reading (43.5) and math (37).  Numbers in 
parentheses are 2009 growth medians. 

Climate Goal Raise percentage of students who agree or strongly agree on school climate survey 

questions relating to safety of belongings for students  in all groups. 
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There are many resources at New Vista to help you be successful. We recognize that 

sometimes lif e can get hard both in and out o f school, and we want you to know that though 

there is an expectation to be responsible and independent in many ways at New Vista, that 

doesnõt mean you wonõt need support throughout your journey. Being responsible and 

independent means knowing your limits and when you need some help. Please take advantage of 

the  following resources:  

 

ACADEMIC  

 Homework/Schoolwork help in the study center before 

school, at lunch, and after school.  

 Math help at lunch in the study center.  

 Individual appointments with teachers/advisors  

 Talk with your advisor  

 Accessing your teachers i n the teacher room on the 1 st  floor 

next to the Art Room  

 Meeting with Diane to get help with organization, study skills, etc.  

 Signing up for a òMaking Itó  

 

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL  

 Meet with Diane, the counselor.  

 Meet with Darin, the intervention specialist  

 Meet with Cynthia Boatman, the school social worker  

 Accept invitations to join support groups  (Boysõ Group, Girlsõ Group, 

Transition Groups, ELL/Latina Support Groups, etc .) 

 Talk with Kirk or Ivette  

 Get resources from Diane or Darin without having to tell them 

whatõs going on 

 Attend òMate Circleó at lunch 

 Join a club or activity at school  

 Take Yoga or Meditation classes at New Vista  

 Take Natural Highs Workshop  
  

What’s New?     1st Quarter      Page 4 



Special Notice to Parents 

Teacher Qualifications 

All Public Schools 
 

 

 

To request information about a teacherôs qualifications, please fill out a Teacher Qualification 
Request Form. These are available in your schoolôs main office.  

ĝ Whether the Colorado Department of Education has licensed or qualified the teacher for the 

grades and subjects s/he teaches. ĝ Whether the Colorado Department of Education has waived 

licensing requirements for the teachers because they have determined that special circumstances 

apply. ĝ The teacherôs college major; whether the teacher has any advanced degrees, and if so, 
the subject of the degrees. ĝ Whether any teacherôs aides or other paraprofessionals provide 
services to your child and, if so, their qualifications.  

Under new federal law, all parents of children attending US public school districts receiving 
certain types of federal aid (Title I funding) have the right to know the professional qualifications 
of the classroom teachers who instruct their children. You are allowed to ask for certain 
information about your childôs classroom teacher(s), and the school is required to provide this 
information in a timely manner if you ask for it. Specifically, you have the right to ask for the 
following information about each of your childôs classroom teachers:  

Boulder Valley School Districtôs staff already largely meets and exceeds the new requirements.  
We have an exceptionally well-qualified cadre of teachers, who on average have over 12 years 
of teaching experience. Over half our teachers hold advanced degrees. Our paraprofessionals 
are also a highly experienced group, with educational credentials generally exceeding the 
standard, and many possessing other special skills as well.  

Newly enacted federal laws have created higher standards for teacher qualifications in public 
schools across the United States. The US Department of Education now defines minimum 
standards for the education and licensing of teachers, and requires that local school districts 
work with their staff to insure that all teachers of core subjects meet the federal definition of 
ñhighly qualifiedò by 2005-2006.  

(Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), reauthorized January, 2002 as ñNo Child Left Behindò)  

Requirements Under Federal Law  

Please do not contact teachers, the principal or other school staff to request information about 

teacher qualifications, as they do not have immediate access to personnel records. To insure 

that fair and uniform information is provided, all requests for information about teacher qualifica-

tions will be processed by the Boulder Valley School Districtôs Department of Human Resources. 

They will provide written information by mail within 30 days of receiving a request. The HR 

Department cannot provide this information over the telephone, nor will they respond to anony-

mous requests. The teacher in question and the principal of his/her school will be notified that 

information regarding qualifications has been requested and given to a parent, and provided with 

the same information supplied to the parent; however, the teacher and principal will NOT be 

given the name of the parent requesting information.  

For further information on these new federal policies, the websites listed below may be 

helpful: http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/esea/progrsum 

http://www.nsba.org/cosa/Hot_topics/nclba.htm  

Please do not contact teachers, the principal or other school staff to request information about 

teacher qualifications, as they do not have immediate access to personnel records. To insure 

that fair and uniform information is provided, all requests for information about teacher qualifica-

tions will be processed by the Boulder Valley School Districtôs Department of Human Resources. 

They will provide written information by mail within 30 days of receiving a request. The HR 

Department cannot provide this information over the telephone, nor will they respond to anony-

mous requests. The teacher in question and the principal of his/her school will be notified that 

information regarding qualifications has been requested and given to a parent, and provided with 

the same information supplied to the parent; however, the teacher and principal will NOT be 

given the name of the parent requesting information.  

For further information on these new federal policies, the websites listed below may be 

helpful: http://www.ed.gov/offices/OESE/esea/progrsum 

http://www.nsba.org/cosa/Hot_topics/nclba.htm  
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Counselorôs Corner 
 

POST SECONDARY EVENTS AT NEW VISTA  

College Planning Night for Juni ors and their Parents, TBA  at New Vista:  Topics will 

include the College search, Finding the right fit, Important dates and deadlines, Overview of 

entrance exams and test prep, and lots more! 

 

Financial Aid Night for Students and Parents  at New Vista, (some time in December)  

A college financial consultant will present a program for parents on the ins and outs of financial 

aid. 

 

COLLEGE VISITS TO NEW VISTA  

Representatives from colleges across the country continue to visit with our students here at New 

Vista. Students can sign up on my door and get a ticket that will allow them to visit with these 

schools:  
SEPTEMBER 

Tuesday 9/22 at 11-12:30: Maryland Institute College of Art (Baltimore, MD)  

Tuesday 9/22 at 2pm: CU Boulder  

Tuesday 9/22 at 1pm: University of Montana (Missoula, MT)  

Friday 9/25 at 11:30: California Institute of the Arts (Valencia, CA) 

Monday 9/28 at 12:30: Rhode Island School of Design (Providence, RI) 

Wednesday 9/30 at 8:45:  Lewis and Clark (Portland, OR) 

 

OCTOBER 

Tuesday 10/6 at 9:30: Sterling College (Craftsbury Common, VT) 

Tuesday 10/6 at 10:30: Hampshire College (Amherst, MA) 

Wednesday 10/7 at 9:30: Evergreen State College (Olympia, Washington) 

Wednesday 10/7 at 11: University of Oregon (Eugene, Oregon) 

Thursday 10/8 at 10: Oberlin College (Oberlin, OH) 

Friday 10/9 at 9:15: Juanita College (Huntingdon, PA) 

Friday 10/9 at 10: Portland State (Portland, OR) 

Friday 10/9 at 11: Warren Wilson College (Asheville, NC) 

Friday 10/9 at 1pm: Alberta School of Art & Design  (Calgary, CA) 

Friday 10/9 at 2: Kalamazoo College  (Kalamazoo, MI) 

Wednesday 10/14 at 10:15: Wheaten College (Wheaton, MA) 

Wednesday 10/28 at 9: Ft. Lewis College (Durango, CO) 
 

TEST INFO  

PSAT: a great practice tool to help students prepare for the SAT and to qualify for the 

National Merit Scholarship Program. This test is recommended for all Juniors, but 

Sophomores are welcome to register on a first come-first served basis as there are only a 

limited number spots available.  
Date: Saturday October 17th  

Location:  New Vista High School  

Time:  7:50am 

For more information, contact: Diane Mastromarino, Counselor: 

diane.mastromarino@bvsd.org or 720-561-8742 
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ACT: State law requires all juniors to take the ACT test. This test will be adminis tered at New 

Vista in April 2010 . There is no charge to the student and no pre-registration. The national test 

dates and other helpful information can be found at www.actstudent.org  
 

SAT: The SAT is not administered at New Vista. Students interested in taking this test must 

sign themselvÌÚɯÜ×ȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÈÊÒÌÛÚɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÐÕɯ#ÐÈÕÌɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÖÙɯàÖÜɯÊÈÕɯ

register online at www.collegeboard.com .  
 

Students with disabilities:  If you plan on taking the ACT or SAT, please see Diane 

ASAP to set up accommodations. 
 

TEST PREP 

SAT and ACT classes are available for cost through Lifelong Learning. Go to 

http://bouldervalley.augusoft.net/  for more information. You may also find test prep 

information at www.princetonreview.com  and www.kaptest.com  as well as through various 

other test preparation centers and tutoring services 
 

TEST PREPARATION  
 

SAT and ACT classes are available for cost through Lifelong Learning. Go to 
http://bouldervalley.augusoft.net/ for more information. You may also find test prep information at 
www.princetonreview.com and www.kaptest.com 

 

òGet Your ACT Togetheró, by Sally Wood 
 

Preparing for college can be strenuous at times, and having to take entrance exams can add to the 
pressure your students are feeling. A systematic, commonsense approach to preparing for and taking 
these exams, however, will ensure that your students get accepted to the colleges they have selected. 
Four-year colleges and universities use the ACT and SAT to determine applicantsõ academic 
achievement and potential. Test scores also serve as criteria for numerous scholarship awards. Read the 
answers to some popular questions about these tests so you and your students will know the score 

when it comes to entrance exams. 
 

Should my student(s) take the ACT or the SAT? 
Some colleges prefer one exam; most colleges accept either, however. Check to see which test the school prefers. If your 
students havenõt yet decided on a specific college, it may be a good idea for them to take both exams. Students can gain 
testing tips and take practice exams for free. Several companies offer this service, and some even give detailed score reports 
on a studentõs performance in each test area. Three recommended Websites include Kaplan, www.kaptest.com/college, ACT, 
www.act.org, and SAT, www.collegeboard.com. 

 

 

 

 
The ACT is made up of:  

Å -English (45 minutes) ð 75 questions  

Å - Math (60 minutes) ð 60 questions  

Å - Reading (35 minutes) ð 40 questions  

Å - Science (35  minutes) ð 40 questions  

Å - Optional writing (30 minutes) ð one prompt  

 

The SAT is made up of:  

Å Writing (60 minutes) ð one 35-minute section and 

one 25-minute section: questions covering writing and 

knowledge of grammar, sentence structure, and word 

usage. 

Å Critical Reading (70 minutes) ð two 25 -minute 

sections and one 20 -minute section; questions have a  

greater emphasis on reading comprehension, and 

analogies have been eliminated.  

Å Math (70 minutes) ð two 25 -minute sections and  

one 20-minute section; questions have a greater 

emphasis on math skills, including algebra II; 

quantitative comparisons have been eliminated.

Whatõs On the Tests? 
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Know the Difference 

Identifying the characteristics that make the SAT and ACT unique is important to determining which test your students 

should take. The differences in test content and scoring are broken down for you her

ACT: 

* Achievement test measuring what a student has 

learned in school 

* Five components: English, math, reading science, and 

writing (optional)  

* Math up to trigonometry  

* Does not penalize for wrong answers 

* Given six times a year 

* Reports scores on a scale from one to 36

SAT 

* Achievement test measuring what a student has 

learned in school 

* Three components: writing, critical reading (formerly 

verbal), and math 

* Math up to ninth grade basic geometry and algebra II 

* Does penalize for wrong answers 

* Given seven times a year 

* Reports scores on a scale from 200 to 800 for each 

section

 

Source: University of Arkansas College and Financial Aid Planning Guide 

 

OTHER HELPFUL INFORMATION  

Concurrent Enrollment for Spring 2010  
Colorado law provides high -school juniors and seniors with the opportunity to enroll in 

college classes (including those at CU-Boulder) while still in high school. Specific 

guidelines must be met, but this is a special opportunity for motivated New Vista 

ÚÛÜËÌÕÛÚȭɯ(ÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ×ÈÊÒÌÛÚɯÞÐÛÏɯËÌÛÈÐÓÚɯÍÖÙɯ2×ÙÐÕÎɀ s program will be available in the 

#ÐÈÕÌɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÐÕɯ.ÊÛÖÉÌÙȭ For more information talk to Diane or call 303-735-5456 or e-

mail  kathryn.tisdale@colorado.edu. 

Boulder TEC  

Interested in learning about the opportunities available at Boulder TEC such as 

automotive, architecture and drafting, banking and accounting, computer 

information systems, construction, cosmetology, engineering graphics, health 

care, veterinary 

aide and multimedia technology? You must attend one of the following Open 

House events:  
Wednesday November 18

th
 ï Open House 3:00 - 7:00 p.m.    This Open House is 

being held in conjunction with our Parent/Teacher Conference Night. 

Wednesday December 9
th

 ï Tours Only, by Appointment.    Parents/Students can 

schedule an appointment w/ Mary Parrish at 303-447-5220 for one of the following 

tours:   

 Tour 1 = 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. 

 Tour 2 = 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday January 13
th

 - Open House & Tours - Parents/students can attend one 

of the following tours, 4:00 - 6:00 p.m. or 6:00 - 8:00 p.m., no appointment is 

necessary.      

NOTE: Though attending Tec is a great opportunity for many of our students, it is 

important to note that with the increasing academic requirements to enter a 4 year 

College or University, enrolling in TEC and meeting these requirements is quite a 

challenge. This challenge may include 1st period classes, online coursework, summer 

school, and/or extra time to graduate from high school 
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JUST FOR SENIORS 
Scholarships  
If you are planning on attending college, now is the time to begin applying for 

scholarships. Diane has a book of available scholarships in her office. Please stop by and 

check it out. 

 
IF YOU ARE A SENIOR PLANNING TO ATTEND A COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY IN 

COLORADO, READ THIS!!!  

Colorado Opportunity Fund 

The College Opportunity Fund, created by the  Colorado Legislature, provides a stipend 

to eligible  undergraduate students who are Colorado  residents for tuition purposes. The 

stipend pays a portion of your total  in-state tuition when you attend a Colorado public  

institution or a participating private institution.  Both new and continuing students are  

eligible for the stipend. The application to apply  for the stipend is currently available at 

https://cof.college-assist.org/cofapp/cofapp/default.aspx 

 

Financial Aid Information  
FINANCIAL AID:  Starting January 1, 2010, famili es are able to apply for Federal 

Financial Aid. The website to go to is http://www.fafsa.ed.gov . This process can be a bit 

ÖÝÌÙÞÏÌÓÔÐÕÎɯÚÖɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯÔÈÒÌɯÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÖÜÙÊÌÚɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯÍÙÌÌɯÐÕɯ#ÐÈÕÌɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌɯ

and come to the Financial Aid Night at New Vista in December:  

Get a Jump: the student aid answer book, ÈɯÉÖÖÒɯ×ÜÛɯÖÜÛɯÉàɯ/ÌÛÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯÕÈÝÐÎÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ

financial aid process.  

Funding Education Beyond High School, a guide put out by the US Department of 

Education 

The FAFSA on the Web Worksheet,  a worksheet that will guide you through what you 

need and how to organize information for filling out the FAFSA.  
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Parents Place  
 
In the history of New Vista we have had an ebb and flow of parent 

activism.  Sometimes we have individuals or a small group of 

parents who really want to get involved in fundraising or 

community-building activities and sometimes we donôt. 

 

We would love to see some new faces become the parent support group for the school.  There is 

no fixed agenda.  There are no required events.  Fundraising is always helpful, but just as helpful 

would be a group that devises a public relations plan to get accurate information out to all 

members of the community.  

 
 

PARENT ENGAGEMENT NETWORK (PEN)  
 

Parent Engagement Network presents: 
Thriving During the Teenage Years 

After the School Day Ends 
By Dr. Jan Hittelman 

 
The most recent Youth Risk Behavior Survey (2007) 
indicates that while the majority of high school students are 
doing well, we continue to have challenges with a significant 
percentage of adolescents in our community engaging in 
risky behaviors. You can review the current and previous 
surveys by going to: 
www.bouldercounty.org/health/yrbs.htm. 
 
We know that for adolescents, the time that they are often 
most at risk is after school between 3pm and 6pm Monday 
through Friday. Conversely we also know that adolescents 
who participate in structured after school activities engage in 
fewer at risk behaviors (e.g. substance abuse, delinquency, 
victims of crime, sexual activity, etc.) and do better in 
school. For this reason there are two new community 
projects currently underway to provide adolescents with 
increased access to quality after school programs. These are 
the Community Access Mentoring program and Break Thru 
Arts at September School.  
 
Community Access Mentoring (CAM):  
A couple of years ago, Dr. Chris King and I met and discuss 
this issue. As a result of that conversation, we developed the 
CAM program and eventually received $500,000 from the 
U.S. Department of Education to launch it. CAM recruits 
well screened and trained volunteer community mentors 
who are housed in the middle schools. Through school and 
parent referrals, the mentors, known as Access Coaches, 

meet and develop relationships with youth to connect them 
with fun after school programs in their community. The 
Access Coaches also connect with the studentõs parents and 
community program staff to ensure that the match is 
successful. CAM is currently being piloted in Casey and 
Manhattan Middle Schools and will be expanded into all of 
the BVSD middle schools over the next two years. Another 
benefit of the program is the availability of a community 
map of after school programs on the BVSD web site that 
any parent can use to learn about specific programs that may 
be of interest to their child. For more information go to: 
www.bvsd.org/mentor or contact Dr. Patti Ashley, the 
CAM Program Director at 720-203-6844. 
 
Break Thru Arts at September School: In a great example of 
collaboration, September High School and the YMCAõs 
Break Thru Arts program have joined forces to offer a wide 
range of after school programs for teens. In partnership with 
the City of Boulderõs Youth opportunity Advisory Board 
and the Community Foundation of Boulder County, The 
Boulder Arts Commission, The Colorado Council on the 
Arts, The National Endowment for the Arts, The Jared Polis 
Foundation, J.C. Penny and Foothills United Way, they are 
able to offer these amazing 8-week classes for FREE. 
Current class offerings include: Stained Glass, Graphic 
Design, Breakdancing, Billiards, Cooking, Screen printing, 
Table Tennis, Graffiti Art, Ultimate Frisbee, Modern Dance, 
Natural Highs, Pottery, Adobe Flash Animation, and even 
Belly Dancing! To learn more about this incredible resource 
go to: SeptemberSchool.org and click on òAfter Hour Artsó 
or call the Class Information Hotline at 303-443-4474 
x4651. 

 
 

Learn more about PEN by visiting their website at: www.parentengagementnetwork.com or by contacting Betsy Fox with the Boulder County Healthy 
Youth Alliance at 303-441-3981. 
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Embracing Technology to Understand Your Childõs World 

Practical Ideas for Raising Kids on Lifeõs Internet Highway 

Linda R. Young, Ph.D., CyberPsychologist 

www.incredibleinternet.com  
--- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Learn more about PEN by visiting their website at: www.parentengagementnetwork.com  or by contacting Betsy Fox 
with the Boulder County Healthy Youth Alliance at 303 -441-3981.   Or our parent contact is Susan Dimson 

suzart@hotmail.com  

  

Dr. Jan Hittelman is a licensed psychologist and Director of Bo ulder Psychological Services, LLC. What's your 
opinion? Questions or comments for this monthly column can be sent to: 1527 Pine Street, Suite B, Boulder, CO 
80302, via email to: jan.hittelman@gmail.com, or by phone: 720 -217-3270.  

 
PARENT I NFORMATION  

Yearbook Photos:   All New Vista parents are invited to submit photos of their New Vista 

students to the 200 9-2010 Yearbook website.  The DEADLINE is December 1, 200 9 for custom 

senior pictures and senior tributes.   We welcome candid or posed shots. They mu st be 

digital, with a minimum of 3.2 megapixels.   We will review all of the submitted photos and 

choose several to be in the yearbook. Keep in mind that this will be New Vista an all -color 

yearbook, so the more colorful, the better. To upload photos, pleas e go 

to:  mattjens@hotmail.com  

 Have fun! Thank you for participating in the creation of our yearbook!  

-- Yearbook Staff  
 
 
 

Medication Programs:  Here is a website to help patients and families find 

information about free and low cost medication programs. You just type in the 

medication and it takes you to the manufacturer. Each manufacturer has its own 

program to help those in need.  www.rxassist.org  
 
 

 
 
 
Parenting Problems?? 
 
NEED SOMEONE TO LISTEN?? 
DONôT KNOW WHERE TO TURN?? 
  
The FAMILY SUPPORT LINE (English and 
Spanish) is here for you when family concerns 
arise.  Whatever your childôs age or your issue, 
weôll greet you with compassionate listening, 
practical answers, and information on all aspects 
of family life and child development, as well as 
giving referrals to community resources.  Ask 
about how to become more actively involved in 
your childôs education, what behaviors are typical 

for specific ages, & discipline methods that work.  
We can discuss single parenting, trials and 
tribulations of living with teens or toddlers, setting 
limits and sticking to them, how to calm down and 
stop yelling, and so much more.  Asking for help is 
a sign of strength.  All it takes is a phone call! 
 
Metro Denver 303-695-7996 
Toll-free in Colorado: 1-877-695-7996 
 
Spanish: CONSEJOS PARA FAMILIAS: 1-866-
LAS-FAMILIAS (866-527-3264) 
10 am ï 10pm, every day 
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Boulder County Prev ention and Intervention Program  

 

 

 
Dear Parent, 

 
This letter is designed to acquaint you 
with the services of the Boulder County 

Prevention and Intervention Program. 
The Boulder County Prevention and 

Intervention Program (BCPIP) was 
founded in 1987 to provide effective 
school-based prevention and intervention 

services focused on strengthening 
studentsô skills and abilities to deal with 

problems, issues and temptations, as well 
as to make decisions in a 
healthy/productive way.  The partnering 

agencies in this program include Boulder 
County Public Health, the St. Vrain and 

Boulder Valley School Districts, the cities 
of Boulder and Longmont, the town of 
Lyons, and the Mental Health Center of 

Boulder County, Inc.   
 

The primary focus of the BCPIP is to 
provide counseling, and prevention 

services in close collaboration with school 
staff.  These services include: mental 
health and substance abuse assessment; 

brief solution-focused counseling; team 
mobilization to provide support after a 

school/community trauma; referral of 
students/families to community agencies 
and follow-up to the referral; 

coordination of community services 
offered on-site at schools; consultation 

with school staff for prevention and 
intervention planning; training students 
to work with and help other students; 

group counseling to help students deal 
with problems/issues in small groups; 

youth leadership; presentations for 
parents; classroom presentations; and 
training for faculty and staff. 

 

 

The program staff consists of masters or 
doctorate level prepared counselors, 

psychologists, and social workers, 
referred to as Interventionists.  
Interventionists work for The Mental 

Health Center of Boulder County, Boulder 
County Public Health, or the City of 

Boulder, and are not school district 
employees. The BCPIP program 
philosophy is to involve parents 

whenever possible. You should also know 
that as mental health professionals, 

Interventionists follow Federal Law which 
outlines confidentiality guidelines. Anyone 
over the age of 15 is protected by this 

regulation and may seek services on their 
own. Anyone under 15 must first obtain 

parental consent to seek services.  The 
guidelines specify that any information 
received by an Interventionist is 

confidential unless the student (aged 15 
or older) or a parent or guardian gives 

specific permission to disclose the 
information. Therefore, school personnel, 

including the principal, will not have 
information regarding your childôs work 
with the Interventionist unless specific 

permission is given.  Excluded from this 
protection is information that discloses 

the intent to harm oneself or others, an 
incident of child abuse/neglect, or sexual 
assault.   

 
Intervention staff are placed at most 

secondary schools in the St. Vrain and 
Boulder Valley schools.  Your schoolôs 
contact information is included.  For 

questions about the program call Jennifer 
Brown, Administrative Supervisor at 303-

678-6135 (SVVSD, and BVSD outside city 
of Boulder schools), or Cindy Smith, 
Administrative Supervisor at 303-441-

4045 (city of Boulder schools only).  
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Calendar Information  
 

October 13  12:10pm Lunch Jam Band Concert 
October 14     - Last Workshop and C/E for 1st Quarter 
October 15 8:45am-noon 1st Quarter Exhibition Day 
October 16     - Staff Work Day (No Classes) 
October 17 8:00am PSAT 
October 19     - Begin 2nd Quarter 
October 20 7:35am 1st Period Begins for 2nd Quarter Classes 
October 28     - 1st Quarter Grades Mailed Home 
     - Parent Portal Open with 1st Qtr Grades 
October 31 TBA CU football game parking help 

                 November 10 7:00 pm Information Evening for Prospective  
  Open Enrollment Families 
                 November 11  NO Classes Veterans Day Holiday 
                 November 18  2nd Quarter Progress reports mailed home 
            November 23-27  NO SCHOOL --Thanksgiving Break 
                 November 27 TBA CU football game parking help 
                   December 1  Senior Pictures due for Yearbook 
                   December 2 2:30-4 pm School Improvement Team Meeting 
                  December 10 7 pm Information Evening for Prospective  
  Open Enrollment Families 

                     December 16  Last Workshop & CE for 2nd quarter 
                     December 18 9 am - noon 2nd Quarter Exhibition Day- Parents welcome 
    December 19-January 5  Winter Holiday 
                  January 6, 2010  3rd Quarter begins 
 
 

This and That  

 

Student Bus Pass Sold at School  

RTD bus passes are sold for 

$35.00 each month 

September through May.  
Please make your check to 

BVSD.  These passes are 
available the last school day 

of month and th e first school 
day of the month.  Students 

may purchase them from Ann in the office. 
 

Special Education:  Full Inclusion Model  

At New Vista, students with disabilities are educated 
in the regular education classroom 100% of the 

time, always with their peers without disabilities.  
That means that our special education teachers are 
also teaching classes that include students with and 
without disabilities.  Among the classes taught by 

our special education staff are: Writerôs Workshop:  

Foundations, Making it at New Vista (a supported 

study hall), Gardening, Moving Ahead in Math, and 

Experiential Writing. 
 

Support Groups  
New Vista High School has a long history of 

providing its students with social and emotional 
support through voluntary support groups.  These 

groups meet during the day and rotate through the 
schedule in order not to impact any one class.  The 

groups are run by t rained professionals including our 

counselor, Intervention Specialist, social worker, 
school psychologist , and social worker.  Studentsô 

participation is voluntary and confidential.  If you do 
not want your student to participate in such a group, 
please contact Kirk. 
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Messages for your students  

Unfortunately, we do not have the staff to permit us 
to deliver messages from you to your students.  

What we can do is write the message down on the 
message board outside the office.  Students can find 

out what youôre up to by checking the board each 
time they walk by.  (And believe us; they walk by 

several times a day.) 
 
Update your cell phone  

Please update the school 

phone number in your cell phone to reflect 

our new numbers. 

The old number will not be forwarded much 

longer. 

Main phone number: 720-561-8700 

Attendance Line: 720-561-8702 

Phone Access for Students  

New Vistaôs phones are available for student use only 

on school business.  At no time may students use 
the phones in the office, because of the volume of 

incoming calls which must be answered. 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED  

Times are tight we know, but we seem to 

need additional tissue donations and reams of 

white paper for our copiers and printers that 

the students use often. 

Thank you for helping us with this need.  

Please give these items to the front office. 
 

Extended Absences from School  
New Vistaôs block schedule and quarter system mean 

that extended absences, as for family trips, have a 
heavier impact for your st udent than they would in a 

traditional high school.  Each day or week missed is 

the equivalent of two, and the highly participatory 
nature of our classes often means that class time 

simply cannot be replaced by a homework 
assignment.   

If your student has an extended absence during a 
quarter, please consult with us ahead of time.  If the 
trip cannot be planned to coincide with school 

vacations, the most advisable course of action may 
be to take the entire quarter off.   

With careful advance planning, credit may be 

obtained during such an absence by designing 
learning experiences for credit through Learning Unit 

Contracts. 
 

 
 

 
 

Absences Guidelines  
Be sure to call your studentôs absence in the same 

day as the absence.  One call or note stating the 
time missed will be fine.   

Call the attendance message line directly.    The 

office is busy with admin istrative tasks, so we have a 
line dedicated to attendance calls. The best and 

most successful way to make sure your attendance 
message makes it to the attendance office is call this 

number directly: 720 -561 -8702   and leave your 
complete absence information about your student.   

 
A student is considered tardy ½ hour or less,  from 
the start of class. Absences are anything longer than 
a tardy.  Please be specific about what time your 
student will be arriving to the school when coming in 
late. 
 
If we do not receive the call/note, the Attendance 
Office calls your home when your student is marked 

absent from class(es), making extra work for all of 
us.  Please respond to the call or e -mail the 

day you receive it.   There is a 3-day window to 

excuse a studentôs absence.  If the student has 4 
unexcused period absences, your student, your 

family and the studentôs advisor must participate in 
attendance meeting with the assistant principal.  For 

students under 17 years of age, 3 unexcused 
absences in the same class will start the truancy 

process.   Please remember; all attendance 

notes need to go to the office first; copies will 
be made for the teachers.  

          When Your Student is Sick  
Please help your student to understand that when he 

or she becomes ill at school, he or she should report 
to the office/health room, and we will call a parent.  

A student should never call a parent and leave 
without going through this process.  

See attached letters on H1N1 flu symptoms 

and vaccinations, from the health department. 
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Exhibition Day  is the morning of the last day of 

each quarter.  This is an important educational and 
community event, and we ask that you do not 

excuse your student from this activity, even tho ugh                                                 

Selective Service  

By law, virtually all young men must register at age 
18. The consequence for not registering could be  

 

 

 
severe.  Registration is required to qualify for Federal 

student financial aid, job training benefits and most 
Federal employment and can be done at New Vista.   

See Julie Spark, Registrar

______________________________________________ _ 

Web and Email Info  
Please check our website often for information about our school.  We keep the calendar updated 

so you can check it. To see the ñWhatôs Happeningò for the week  click on ñNEWSò and then the 

current week or the current newsletter.  Our website is:   http://schools.bvsd.org/nvhs 

Or go to www.bvsd.org  click on --schoolsðhigh schoolsðNew Vista ïwebsite or calendar 

 

Emails from major providers such as: google, yahoo, msn, etc. do not seem to be making it 

through the BVSD filter.  If you sent an email and no one responded this could be the case.  

Please call the front office for help.  We can send emails to you, but you may not be able to 

respond by email. 

 

 

Stud ent Opportunities  
 

Credit for Work Experience: 

The Career Experience Program is interviewing students who are interested in participating in the program this school 

year.  The program is offered through Boulder Valley School District and is available to all high school students, 16 

years or older, who are presently working at paid positions associated with a career pathway of their choosing.  The 

program offers students a supervised work experience while earning credits and obtaining work-based skills.  The 

program is best suited for the independent, self-motivated student.  For more information, please contact your school 

counselor  Diane.Mastromarino@bvsd.org 

 
Boulder County Youth EmPO WERment Program (YEP):    
YEP is about building Leadership, Multiculturalism, 
Community, and Connections.  What does YEP do:   

 brings together students from a variety of 
backgrounds and identities to work together  

 offers training in practic al life and leadership skills 
 provides support for a community project  

 support YEPers with regular one-on-one mentoring 
from YEP staff 

Students selected to be a YEP leader must commit to: 

 attending the fall leadership retreat  
 participating in the monthly t raining sessions 

 checking in with YEP staff during school visits  

 conducting and completing a community project, 
and 

 presenting their project as part of the YEP 
celebration 

Students will receive a stipend for successful completion 
of all program components.  Limited financial support for 
community projects will be provided.   
WHOW can APPLY? 

 Boulder Valley and St. Vrain Valley 9th, 10th, and 
11th graders 

 Priority will be given to applicants who are youth of 
color, LGBTIQ youth, and/or have an interest in 
working on issues affecting youth of color and 
LGBTIQ youth.  

HOW to APPLY? 
 Download the application at 

www.co.boulder.co.us/cs/bp/index.htm  
 Ask Darin Pyatt, New Vistaôs Intervention 

Specialist, for an application  
 Contact Karen Brown, YMCA of Boulder Valley, 

(303) 443-4474 x4690 or 
Karen.Brown@ymcabv.org 
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 GOT QUESTIONS?   Contact the YEP coordinator:   
Daniel Escalante, email: ifnot@mac.com or (720) 987-
8148.

 

Student Clubs and Activities  
New Vista õs history is filled with a variety of student clubs and activities that are based on student 

interest.  While we host several activities that are initiated by an adult, the majority of activities we 

have are student initiated clubs.  Students can create t heir own club based on interests and passions 

that they have.  If you have an idea, talk to Ivette  about it and pick up an application form.  We do 

adhere to district guidelines for student -initiated clubs but thereõs a lot of latitude for what youõd like 

to  do.  Hereõs what we have so far this year: 
 

2009 - 2010  
NEW VI STA STUDENT CLUB S 
Club Name Student Contact  Meeting Time  Meeting Place  
Ultimate Frisbee Carlton Halaby and 

Sam Pawlitzki 
After school 3:15 ï 
5:30; 2-4 times per 
week 

NVHS Field 

Chess Club Adam Bowers Thursdays @ Lunch Hunterôs Room (204) 
 

Writing Critique Club Eliora Horst Tuesdays @ Lunch Kara Pfoutsô Room 
(210) 

Dance Club Renee Martino Thursdays @ 3:10 pm TBD 
 

 

NEW VI STA STUDENT ACTIVITIE S 
Activity Contact Meeting Time Meeting Place 

GSA 
 

Darin Pyatt 
Tas Hendrickson 
Andrew Pfouts 

Thursdays @ Lunch Pfoutsôs Room (310) 

Lunch Jam Band 
 
 

Dave Solzberg Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays &  

Fridays @ Lunch 

Music Room 

Mate Philosophy Circle 
 

Darin Pyatt Mondays @ Lunch Darinôs Room (389) 

Open Studio (art) 
 

Faith Stone Tuesdays & Thursdays 
@ Lunch 

Art Room 

Restorative Justice Team 
*can join at any time 

Ivette Visbal Every three Thursdays 
@ Lunch. Posted on 

RJ Bulletin Board 

Room 314 or Posted 
on RJ Bulletin Board 

Volleyball 
 

Thomas Regur Fridays After School Gym 

English Language 
Learners Support Group 

Ivette Visbal Every other Tuesday 
11:30 am-12:30 pm 

Counselorôs Office 
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Natural Highs 
Leadership/Action 

Groups 

Catherine Douglas Every Wednesday 
11:30-12:30 

Darinôs Room (389) 

 

 

 

Making a Difference  
 

Share-A-Coat Drive:   
It is time for the 2009 Share-A-Coat drive, that our 
Boulder Valley Rotary Club sponsors.  We appreciate 
all the efforts in past years of you, your staff and 
students in this worthwhile endeavor and look forward 
to working with you again this year.  In 2008, over 
4,000 coats and many miscellaneous items of clothing 
were collected and distributed to needy families in 

Boulder County and to various charitable 
organizations. 

  

Both children 
and adult 
size coats 
are 
needed!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to coats and other items of clothing, we 
plan to collect children's used story books and other 
books that can be recycled back through the schools 
and to other organizations. Within the next two weeks 
a Boulder Valley Rotary Club member who will be 
responsible for the collection at your school will 
contact you.  He/she will be happy to answer questions 
you may have. 
  
We plan to have collection boxes available in your 
school as of October 19, with pick-up dates of 
November 15 & 19, and the last pick up December 3. 
Once the coats are picked up, they will be cleaned and 
distributed to the needy with a final distribution on 
December 15 along with the Share-A-Gift Program. As 
this is an ALL VOLUNTEER operation, there may be 
minor changes in the pick up dates listed above.  
  
 
 
 
Now for the fun part!!!  This is a contest.   

There will be a first, second and third place prize for 
the most coats collected per student population.  
There will be three categories:  
Schools with more than 500 students,  
Schools with 350 to 500 students and schools with less 
than 350 students.  
The prizes are $l50, $100 and $50 respectively for each 
category. 
 
  
 
To even out the playing field, we will tally the total 
number of coats collected in a school and divide them 
by the total number of students in the school.  An 
additional prize of $l00 will be awarded to the school, 
regardless of size, collecting the most coats (only one 
prize to any one school).   The prizes will be awarded 
at one of our weekly January Rotary Club meetings. 
  
 
Thanks to the efforts of all concerned the program has 
been very successful in the past and has provided warm 
clothing to many less fortunate men, women and 
children.  On behalf of the entire Rotary Club, I wish to 
express our gratitude for your continued support and 
participation in the program. 
  
Sincerely, 
Bob Harberg 
Boulder Valley Rotary Club 
303-441-3124 
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BVSDôs Community Opportunities for Youth Directory is Now Online! 

The 2009-10 Community Opportunities for Youth (COY) Directory is now available at: 
www.bvsd.org/coy. The directory, an annual BVSD publication, is filled with youth-oriented 
activities and services offered by individuals and organizations in the community. Categories 
include tutoring, athletics, health & support services and the arts. As part of BVSDôs new Green 
Initiative, the COY Directory will no longer be printed and mailed to district families. Paper 
copies, however, can be found at schools. You can also request a copy in English or Spanish 
from Marla Riley at 720-561-5250, marla.riley@bvsd.org. 
 

 

¡Ya pueden encontrar en línea el Directorio de Oportunidades de la Comunidad para 
Jóvenes de BVSD! 
El Directorio de Oportunidades de la Comunidad para Jóvenes (COY) 2009-10  está ahora 
disponible en: www.bvsd.org/coy. Este directorio es una publicación anual de BVSD llena de 
actividades y de servicios orientados a los jóvenes ofrecidos por individuos y organizaciones de 
la comunidad.  Las categorías incluyen tutoría, deportes, salud y servicios de apoyo y arte. 
Como parte de la nueva Iniciativa Ecológica de BVSD, el Directorio COY no va a ser publicado 
en forma de folleto y enviado a las familias del distrito.  Sin embargo pueden encontrar copias 
impresas en las escuelas. También pueden pedir una copia en ingles o en español llamando a 
Marla Riley al 720-561-5250 o enviándole un email a marla.riley@bvsd.org. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Please Purchase Grocery Coupons!!! 
Profits from the sale of grocery coupons support many programs in the school.  We sell coupons for all 
major grocery stores in Boulder (King Soopers, Safeway, SunFlower).  You buy the coupons and have 
the same purchasing power you would without them.  The profit comes from the store selling the 
coupons to us for less than their face value. 
 

 
 
 

To buy coupons: Send money and the attached grocery coupon order form with your student 

for pick-up, or contact Ann or Donna at 720-561-8700   
If you shop at Albertsonôs, you can obtain a swipe card from Donna.  Just present this when you make 
your purchases, and they will donate a portion of your purchase to our school.  Target has a similar 
program if you use their charge card; just inform the check-out person what school you would like to 
receive a portion of your purchases. Office Depot gives 5% back to schools.  Just give them the name of 
our school.  They do the rest. 
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